Chilterns Gateway Club – 2009 Holiday Report
Each year, I have the great pleasure in reporting on how the Club’s Holiday has gone. This year is no exception and we had a really great holiday spent in Norfolk. 

To begin with I would like to thank all the members who went on holiday for being good ambassadors for anyone who has a learning disability. I am sure they have left an impression with the public of a fun loving, good natured bunch of individuals.

The helpers who come on the holiday are great. They give up their time free of payment. Not only are they expected to cook meals for their group during the week but they are all responsible for looking after 3 or 4 members of the Club for a total of 172 hours during the week away. I would like to personally thank each helper for their exceptional work during the week.

We started off on our first Saturday leaving from the Gateway Club in Amersham. After loading the coach, waving goodbye we travelled to Thetford where we stopped off for lunch. We arrived at Caister Holiday Park at about 3.30pm. After finding our accommodation we settled in and then went off shopping for the week’s supplies. In the evening, those who had enough energy left went off to the Club and Bars of the Entertainments area.

On Sunday morning we had a bit of a late start. Most of the group went to Pleasurewood Hills theme park and others went to Lowestoft Transport Museum. It was here that one of the members was able to give a more informed commentary of the workings of an old tram than the official guide could!
We spent most of Monday in Great Yarmouth. There is a street in the town which we named ’tack alley’. It was full of the type of shop which you cannot find anywhere else other than in a sea side town. We also made visits to the Pier, travelled on an open top bus, horse and carriage, land train, went on the beach and all the other things you do at the sea side.

On Tuesday we went to Wroxham. Here we boarded a boat which took us on a tour of the local Broads. This was a most relaxing experience and everyone had a great time.
Wednesday was spent on the site. In the morning we went swimming in the pool which had shoots, slides and many more things to do. In the afternoon we held the first Gateway Holiday Olympics. There were many individual and team competitions organised by Alice and Jack. All teams dressed up and we had a parade of all ‘athletes’ before we started.Included in the fun events was a Egg & Spoon Race – using tea spoons and REAL FRESH EGG. You can guess what a mess that caused! As a well deserved treat, Sue Hart and her band of helpers provided us with a wonderful cream tea.

We went back into Great Yarmouth on Thursday. Most of the group played Ten Pin Bowling in the morning. Others went off to shop. In the afternoon the majority went to a Circus and the others spent some time at the Sea Life Centre.

Friday arrived and we travelled to Cromer which is famous for its crabs. We didn’t get the chance to see any as this was the only time we had bad weather. We arrived to a downpour so basically had a break for a cup of coffee, a bit of shopping or watched a DVD on the coach. We travelled onto our lunch venue. Pat had already organised and had pre-booked our meals at a local Inn and we were entertained throughout with some live music. We had the chance to give out various presentations for the Olympics and other competitions that had taken place during the week.

Every evening was spent on the site as the entertainment provided by Haven is just what the members like. They have a Club which houses amusements and stage shows as well as a disco and live music. Our members feel confident to get their own drinks and dance the evening away. For those who may not like this type of evening there are a number of quieter bars and areas for them to have a relaxing time, including a Sports Bar for the football fans.
Many of the groups either went out for some evening meals or breakfast or also took advantage of the facilities on the site to arrange take-a-way Chinese and Indian meals. 

There are always many stories to come out of the holiday. One of these which I can publish is when we were at the Transport Museum. An un-named member asked me if I would like a cup of tea. I said I would and in due course the tea arrived in a pot. The member poured me half a cup and then poured the other half into another cup. He asked me for £1.30 for my cup (?) then proceeded to take the other cup over to his ‘girlfriend’. Here he presented the cup to her and asked he for £1. What profit did he make on those cups?? I call it enterprise.

We have such great fun that the week goes so quickly and the day for coming home seems to arrive earlier each year. The helpers of the Club get on so well that the job of organising and co-ordinating the week is a pleasure.  

The holiday costs to the Club are great. We have to find a lot of money each year to put on the holiday. If we didn’t then the cost to the members would be over £500 each. It is with this in mind that I would like to thank a number of organisations for their help in providing us with funds.

Substantial donations were received from:

· Chesham & Amersham MENCAP

· Chiltern Friends of Special People

· Buckinghamshire Community Foundation

· Amersham & Chesham Lions Club
